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Dropdowns and Popups Made Easy:

A Guide to Free Resources on the Web

________________________________________________________________

Dropdown Types

----
Pulldowns - this looks like a combo box, and the user clicks on it to open.
Pulldown Menu Generator  - http://www.fg-a.com/pulldownmenu.shtml
Choice of trigger - button, image, or on page load.

A fill-in-the-blanks form - list the urls you want, choose what triggers it, and it generates the code for you to copy and paste into your own page.
----
Dropdowns - open on hover attribute, as the user moves their mouse over the top part of the Menu. There are two main ways they are created.
1) Pure (or mostly pure) CSS - uses li:hover attribute to change the CSS style of the dropdown menu, to make it visible or not visible.
Son of Suckerfish   http://htmldog.com/articles/suckerfish/dropdowns/
Nested lists with css, plus a little javascript for IE.

Has sample code with detailed descriptive commentary. Works as pure CSS with all browsers including IE 7 and above. It also includes a little piece of Javascript to make the menu work with IE6.
----
2) Javascript - changes CSS attributes from events triggered by the mouse movement over the menu and away from the menu.
Simple Dropdown Menu -

http://javascript-array.com/scripts/simple_drop_down_menu/
Divs within links, with onMouseOver and onMouseOut events.

Includes the HTML, CSS and Javascript for doing a single level dropdown. Uses onmouseover and onmouseout events to trigger javascript that modifies the CSS style of the dropdown menu part to make it visible.
Popup Types

---

 1) Pure (or mostly pure) CSS - uses a:hover or li:hover to make a rectangular portion of the page visible or invisible, so it looks like a popup window. Note that since this is not really a new window, popup blockers can't stop it.
CSS Popup Image viewer 
http://www.dynamicdrive.com/style/csslibrary/item/css-popup-image-viewer/
Supplies sample CSS and HTML code
---

The next two examples generate a popup from a link using Javascript. - this actually does open a new window.  Both have fill-in-the-blank forms where you describe the popup and choose its characteristics - size, menu bar, scrollable, resizable, and so on
Popup Window Generator   http://www.dynamicdrive.com/dynamicindex8/popwin.htm
Popup Window Code Generator   http://www.htmlbasix.com/popup.shtml

This page can generate a popup from hovering (mouseover), by pressing a form button, or when a page loads or unloads.

________________________________________________________________

General Script Sites

Dynamic Drive DHTML   http://www.dynamicdrive.com/

One of many sites that has hundreds of free downloadable scripts. Has categories of scripts for menus, windows, and more.

Other Good Sites for Dropdowns and Popups
FreeCSS Drop down Menu Framework   
http://www.lwis.net/free-css-drop-down-menu/

Downloadable code with CSS, Javascript, multiple samples of HTML and style templates. Many variations of style.  (This site lets you download and use the code for free, but it requests a $10 donation to use the templates.)
Multi Level Drop Down   
http://www.leigeber.com/2008/11/drop-down-menu/

Downloadable sample code with html, a css external style sheet, a separate javascript file, and some small images of arrows to use in the menus. It has a very smooth opening and closing effect.
Drop-Down Lowdown   http://www.tyssendesign.com.au/articles/css/dropdown-low-down/

This page has reviews of several sites that have dropdown menu code, with pros and cons of each.  The discussion can get pretty technical, so it is worth playing around with some other examples before coming here.  (Interestingly, most of the examples he reviews are based on the suckerfish CSS dropdown used in the class.)
JK Popup Window Generator   http://javascriptkit.com/popwin/index.shtml
This generates javascript code that opens a popup window when the page opens, once per browser session, repeated by chosen time frame, or from clicking on a link. All but the link version can randomly open up a page chosen from an array of addresses.
The generated code has pre-chosen urls for the window contents, so the downloaded code needs to be customized when used.

General Script Sites

Javascript Kit   http://www.javascriptkit.com/cutpastejava.shtml

Cut and paste javascript. It is similar to the Dynamic Drive DHTML site referenced above.
codearena.com   http://www.codearena.com/
Another repository of code, in DHTML and Java as well as Javascript. (Note that Javascript and Java have nothing in common other than the first four letters of their name.)  DHTML, or Dynamic HTML, uses a combination of HTML, CSS, and sometimes Javascript, for dynamic effects.
________________________________________________________________
Javascript Sites
Javascript Object Reference  http://www.w3schools.com/jsref/default.asp
This is a complete reference to all Javascript objects and their methods. w3schools.com is one of the best-known sites on the web for tutorial and references to pretty much every web language you could ever use.
Javascript Tutorial   http://www.w3schools.com/js/default.asp
This is the w3schools tutorial for javascript.
Open Source Javascript library - http://jquery.com
This is an advanced code library, for experienced javascript coders who want to use a library of pre-built common functions as a base to write their own custom javascript routines. While the other libraries mentioned above have canned, ready-use code (like a house built from prefabricated parts), this library has low-level routines that you can use to write custom code (like building a house with custom boards and nails).
________________________________________________________________

This list of free resources, plus other examples, is available on the web at:

http://classes.lbveg.com/dropdown.html
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