Dropdowns and Popups:

A Guide to Free Resources on the Web

________________________________________________________________

Dropdown Types

Pulldowns - this looks like a combo box, and the user clicks on it to open.
Pulldown Menu Generator  http://www.fg-a.com/pulldownmenu.shtml
Choice of trigger - button, image, or on page load.

A fill-in-the-blanks form - list the urls you want, choose what triggers it, and it generates the code for you to copy and paste into your own page.
Have students create at least two of these - one that loads page immediately, one with button.

________________________________________________________________

Dropdowns - open on hover attribute, as the user moves their mouse over the top part of the Menu. There are two main ways they are created.
1) Pure (or mostly pure) CSS - uses li:hover attribute to change the CSS style of the dropdown menu, to make it visible or not visible.
Son of Suckerfish   http://htmldog.com/articles/suckerfish/dropdowns/

Nested lists with css, plus a little javascript for IE.

Has sample code with detailed descriptive commentary. Works as pure CSS with all browsers including IE 7 and above. It also includes a little piece of Javascript to make the menu work with IE6.
Copy the code, one section at a time (HTML, CSS, Javascript) and analyze as we go. Get it working w/o Javascript first, then explain why it's needed.
Go through the notes on the web page in order.  The key points are:

- nested lists.

- left position being set to -999em offscreen, and to auto on li:hover

- javascript emulates the li:hover which is unsupported by IE6

Mention the multi-level code but do not cover it.
________________________________________________________________

2) Javascript - changes CSS attributes from events triggered by the mouse movement over the menu and away from the menu.
Simple Dropdown Menu -

http://javascript-array.com/scripts/simple_drop_down_menu/
Divs within links, with onMouseOver and onMouseOut events.
Includes the HTML, CSS and Javascript for doing a single level dropdown. Uses onmouseover and onmouseout events to trigger javascript that modifies the CSS style of the dropdown menu part to make it visible.
This one is done with a <div> containing <a> tags, nested with in an <li> in the outer menu.
It uses 3 js routines - mopen, mclosetime, and mcancelclosetime. The timer routines make sure the menu doesn't close too abruptly. The js sets the visibility attribute to hidden or visible.

Worth mentioning the CSS styling of the boxes - display block for set sizes; outer menu< li> tags floated left; <a> tags display block to come down vertically.
________________________________________________________________

Popup Types

 1) Pure (or mostly pure) CSS - uses a:hover or li:hover to make a rectangular portion of the page visible or invisible, so it looks like a popup window. Note that since this is not really a new window, popup blockers can't stop it.
CSS Popup Image viewer http://www.dynamicdrive.com/style/csslibrary/item/css-popup-image-viewer/
Supplies sample CSS and HTML code - have them choose different images
________________________________________________________________

Javascript - window:open method
Popup Window Generator   http://www.dynamicdrive.com/dynamicindex8/popwin.htm

________________________________________________________________

2) Generates a popup from a link. - this actually does open a new window.
Popup Window Code Generator   http://www.htmlbasix.com/popup.shtml
Can generate a popup from hovering (mouseover), by pressing a form button, or when a page loads or unloads. - Have them try multiple kinds.
________________________________________________________________

General Script Sites

Dynamic Drive DHTML   http://www.dynamicdrive.com/

One of many sites that has hundreds of free downloadable scripts. Has categories of scripts for menus, windows, and more.
Have students browse, and try downloading and testing a script of their choice. Let them demo to each other if time.
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